
 

  

  

What is ‘First Friday’? 
‘First Friday' is a free public event led by DGI in partnership with the United Arts Council (UAC). 
First Friday attracts new & returning patrons of all ages during extended hours of 6-9 pm on the 
first Friday of each month for a free self-guided walking tour. Participating merchants must be 
within the Business Improvement District (BID) and program an artistic activity. The arts can be 
all encompassing poetry readings, music, visual art, performances, unveiling of a new artisan 
product line, etc.  
 
What is the purpose of First Friday? 
The purpose of First Friday is to attract new visitors to Downtown Greensboro while showcasing 
its local creative talent. Downtown Greensboro Inc. (DGI) and the United Arts Council (UAC) of 
Greater Greensboro work together to market and promote First Friday. Every merchant 
programs their own art form for the event. 
 
Can any Downtown business participate? 
Yes! The requirement for participation in marketing and promotion for First Friday is simple: 
offer up some creativity in addition to your usual wares. Need help thinking of an idea or finding 
an artist? Contact Altina Layman at the United Arts Council for help making artistic connections. 
 
How is First Friday promoted? 
Every First Friday is promoted by DGI via local and regionally distributed press releases, a map 
of participating venues, the downtownfridays.com website, DGI e-newsletter and social media 
posts. DGI and the UAC share the cost of sponsoring ads in local print publications and posting 
on event calendars. DGI also periodically distributes fliers and posters in the Greensboro 
community. Participating venues receive green balloons and maps on the day of the event to 
welcome visitors to First Friday. 

Can vendors from outside of Downtown participate? 
First Friday promotes partnerships between existing downtown Merchants and local artists. 
Independent vendors, artists and local bands are encouraged to contact downtown businesses 
and explore potential partnerships. In addition, 

o Independent Vendors can contact Indie Market (Independent Open Air Crafts market) at 
firstfridaymarkets@gmail.com. 

o Center City Park can be contacted at centercitypark.org/events/index.php for live Friday night 
events. 

o Artists can contact Altina Layman, Director of Community Affairs at UAC or GrassRoots 
Productions at www.grassrootsproductionsltd.org for community festival events. 

o Stores, merchants and galleries can contact Lee Mortensen, Vice President of DGI, for events. 
 

What happens if First Friday falls on a holiday? 
First Friday is continued every month – come rain or shine, heat or cold, or even a holiday. See 
reverse for complete schedule. 

‘First Friday’@ Downtown Greensboro 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Host sites, for further assistance, contact: Lee Mortensen 
lee@downtowngreensboro.net 

(336) 379-0060, Ext 22 
Artists, for further assistance, contact: Altina Layman 

alayman@uacarts.org 
(336) 373-7523, Ext 242 
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